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Rationale 
Why would you do this course? 

Agriculture is a broad scientific field that covers the production, 
management and research of agricultural goods. Students can utilise 
the newly upgraded agriculture plot and glasshouses at the college as 
part of this course. Agriculture makes provision for students who have 
an interest in science but may not wish to specialise. 

Beyond the classroom, this subject offers you: 

• Excursion to the farm, Royal Canberra show and Floriade 
• Guest speakers 
• Practical experience on the newly renovated agriculture plot 

Learner dispositions  
What type of person usually studies this course? 

Learners who would study this course like working with their hands, getting involved in the outdoors and want to 
know more about the ‘hidden’ science of agriculture. They require a healthy mix of scientific knowledge, practical skills 
(working with your hand, growing food on the plot and caring for LTC chickens) and a can-do attitude.  

Agriculture provides for students who have an interest in agriculture and who may wish to pursue further studies in 
the rural industry as well as those who want a career in this field but are not tertiary bound.  

 

Readiness 
What courses or previous experience would make a student ready 
to study this subject at LTC? 

You are ready to study this subject if you enjoyed science and 
would love working outdoors on the recently upgraded agriculture 
plot. This subject offers you the chance to appreciate the 
importance of agriculture and appreciate the beauty of the 
sustainable world. 

Agriculture A/M 

This overarching course develops expertise in the complexities, practicalities and skills 
required in the agriculture industry. Agriculture is a differentiated course developing 
expertise in areas of crop production, livestock management, plant cultivation and 

agricultural economics. 
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Content and Assessment Overview 

This course runs in a two-year rotation. Students can therefore start the course in ‘Year 2’. 

Year 1: Students learn the interactive nature of agricultural production. They focus on agricultural and natural systems, 
compare different models and study nutrient cycles. The students also focus on biological and physiological processes 
in plants and the production and management of plants for commercial purposes. 

Year 2: Students learn about the anatomy and physiology of animals, animal husbandry, including genetic breeding 
and reproductive technologies. They look at effective animal management. Students also learn of farm production 
systems by investigating and visiting a selected farm or agricultural enterprise.  

Unit Breakdown and Course Pattern 

Year 1: Units 1 & 2 Year 2: Units 3 & 4 

Unit 1: Agricultural Economics & Local Area  

Students learn the interactive nature of agricultural 
production. They focus on agricultural and natural 
systems, compare different models and study nutrient 
cycles. Students examine the factors that influence 
agriculture and that are in turn influenced by 
agriculture. Agriculture as an ecosystem is explored. 

Unit 2: Soil Properties & Plant Production 

Students focus on biological and physiological 
processes in plants and the production and 
management of plants for commercial purposes. 
Students learn that plants in agricultural systems 
cannot be studied without analysing interactions with 
elements such as soils, climate, microbes that exist in 
most farm environments, practices and structures. 

Unit 3: Animal Production  

Students learn about the anatomy and physiology of 
animals, animal husbandry, including genetic breeding 
and reproductive technologies. They look at effective 
animal management including processes such as 
paddock rotation, animal waste management, cell 
grazing and biosecurity of animals through control of 
pest organisms such as parasites and disease. Students 
examine ethical standards in food production including 
animal welfare, live export and food safety.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4: Farm Management and Regional Agriculture 

Students learn farm production systems by 
investigating and visiting a selected farm/s or 
agricultural enterprise. Students examine the 
importance and history of Australian (or own region’s) 
agriculture. Different types and major agricultural 
production areas within Australia or own country are 
studied and compared to the local region. 

Types of assessment items: 

• Practical investigations 
• Continuous plot task 
• Research reports 
• Posters 
• Oral or video presentations 
• Exams 

 

For more information, visit the BSSS website, speak to the SLC of Science/PE, or visit the LTC website: 
http://www.ltc.act.edu.au/Learning/unit_outlines  

http://www.ltc.act.edu.au/Learning/unit_outlines
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