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Rationale 
Why would you do this course? 

This course is designed to provide students with the skills that 
will allow them to succeed in a wide range of post-secondary 
pathways such as CIT and employment.  

 

Beyond the classroom, this subject offers you: 

• Real world experience 
• Community links 
• Placements 

 

Learner dispositions 
What type of person usually studies this course? 

Learners who would study this course typically are interested in developing their writing and reading skills with a view 
to utilising these skills in gainful employment or CIT. Students study a variety of texts as they hone their abilities ranging 
from short stories and short film through to novels and documentaries. This unit is an excellent springboard for students 
who enjoy the practical side of writing and are interested in learning about the wide variety of writing undertaken in the 
workplace. Learners who study this subject often go on to work in areas such as retail, the building industry, small 
business and other practical professions. 

 

Readiness 
What courses or previous experience would make a student ready to study this subject at LTC? 

You are ready to study this subject if you have studied English at high school. A Year 10 student interested in developing 
their writing and understanding of words and language should consider Essential English A especially if pursuing a 
vocational pathway after Year 12. 

  

Essential English A 

Those students studying Essential English A focus on consolidating and refining their skills and 
knowledge needed to become competent, confident and engaged users of English in many 

contemporary contexts including every day, community, social, further education, training and 
workplace contexts. 
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Content and Assessment Overview 

In Year 11, students study an array of material in class including literary texts, fiction and non-fiction and media texts 
from complex and unfamiliar settings to develop the technical language of each learner. These texts provide the 
opportunity for learning about aspects of the human experience. In Year 12, students learn that texts are structured to 
instruct, entertain and to explain and argue.  

Unit Breakdown and Course Pattern 

Year 11: Units 1 and 2  Year 12: Units 3 and 4 

Unit 1: Comprehending and Responding 

Unit 1 focuses on students comprehending and 
responding to the ideas and information presented in 
texts drawn from a range of contexts. Students are 
taught a variety of strategies to assist comprehension. 
They read, view and listen to texts to connect, interpret, 
and visualise ideas. They learn how to respond 
personally and logically to texts, by questioning, using 
inferential reasoning and determining the importance 
of content and structure.  

Unit 2: Making Connections  

Unit 2 focuses on interpreting ideas and arguments in a 
range of texts and contexts. By analysing text structures 
and language features and identifying the ideas, 
arguments and values expressed, students make 
inferences about the purposes and the intended 
audiences of texts. Students examine the connections 
between purpose and structure and how a text’s 
meaning is influenced by the context in which it is 
created and received.  

Unit 3: Understanding Perspectives 

Unit 3 focuses on exploring different points of view 
presented in a range of texts and contexts. Students 
analyse attitudes, text structures and language features 
to understand a text’s meaning and purpose. They 
consider how perspectives and values are represented 
in texts to influence specific audiences.  

Unit 4: Local and Global 

Unit 4 focuses on community, local or global issues and 
ideas presented in texts and on developing students’ 
reasoned responses to them. Students develop 
independent points of view by synthesising information 
from a range of sources and analysing how ideas, 
attitudes and values are represented. The way in which 
authors use evidence, persuasive techniques and 
language choices to influence and position audiences is 
analysed.  

Types of assessment items: 

• Extended writing response 
• Creative response 
• In class sustained writing task 
• Oral Presentation

 

For more information, visit the BSSS website, speak to the SLC of English/History/Global, or visit the LTC website: 
http://www.ltc.act.edu.au/Learning/unit_outlines 
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